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Talking before, during, and
after reading helps children
think deeply, notice feelings,
and connect the story to
their own lives.
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e \When you look at the front of the book, how
do you think the main character feels about
her colorful coat? How can you tell?

e Based on the title and the front picture, what
do you think this story will be about?
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e Why did Dolly love the coat of many colors
that her mama made for her? Explain.

e On one of the pages, the book says,
“Although | had no money, | was as rich as |
could be.” What does the author mean by
that? Explain why you think that.
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e Why do you think that the other kids made fun of
Dolly’s colorful coat?

e How do you think it made Dolly feel to be made
fun of?

e How do you think the kids who bullied Dolly
Parton would feel if they saw this book?



Extending the Book with Additional Reading

Books about empathy and
self-love pair well with
Coat of Many Colors
because the story explores
bullying, acceptance, and
believing in yourself.

| Am Human: A Book of

Empathy Read Aloud

Dolly Parton Website

Read About Empathy
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Verde is a good companion text It uses
simple language to help children talk about
kindness, feelings, and empathy.

Learn More About Dolly

Families can also learn more about Dolly Parton’s life
and career. A couple of book options are _ _
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Hopklnson and” . _ "~ _ ‘. ._. . byTrueKelley.If

these books are not CIVCII|CIb|e Dolly Parton’s website
shares information about her life and work.

Talk About These Questions

e How can someone succeed as much as Dolly did when her family did not have much money?

e What helped Dolly keep dreaming and believing in herself?

e How can kindness help someone feel accepted?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qd5EVFzRiOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qd5EVFzRiOw
https://dollyparton.com/










Extending the Book
with Art

Children can create a colorful quilt inspired by Dolly's
coat. This project gives them a chance to design
something bright, personal, and full of patterns.

Start with a blank sheet of
paper and draw lines to divide
it into square boxes.

Rememober that the boxes do not
have to be perfect, just like the
coat in the story.

Fill each square with colors,
patterns, and creative designs.

Sign and date the finished
artwork so it can be proudly
displayed.

Quilt of Many Colors
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	Summary of A Coat of Many Colors
	A young Dolly Parton is the main character of this story. At the beginning of the book, Dolly looks back at her childhood and thinks about a coat of many colors made by her mama out of a box of rags. The coat was loved dearly by Dolly because she knew that her mom put a lot of work into it. She was so proud of her colorful coat until she wore it to school one day…read more to find out what happens when Dolly wears her coats of many colors to school.
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	About the Author and Illustrator
	Dolly Parton is the author of Coat of Many Colors. She is an American singer and songwriter, producing 50+ studio albums throughout her career. Dolly wrote Coat of Many Colors to go with one of her favorite songs, also called Coat of Many Colors. This book was written to spread awareness about bullying in schools and remind kids that it’s okay to be different.
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	Say or write the number.
	Try again with a different object.
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	What is something we both like?
	What is something we like differently?
	Why is it okay for people to be different?
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